
SOLAS SSC Position statement on large-scale ocean fertilisation

Large-scale fertilisation of the ocean is being actively promoted by various commercial
organisations as a strategy to reduce atmospheric CO2 levels.  However the current
scientific evidence indicates that this will not significantly increase carbon transfer into the
deep ocean or lower atmospheric CO2.  Furthermore there may be negative impacts of
iron fertilization including dissolved oxygen depletion, altered trace gas emissions that affect
climate and air quality, changes in biodiversity, and decreased productivity in other oceanic
regions.  It is then critical and essential that robust and independent scientific verification is
undertaken before large-scale fertilisation is considered.  Given our present lack of
knowledge, the judgement of the SOLAS SSC is that ocean fertilisation will be ineffective
and potentially deleterious, and should not be used as a strategy for offsetting CO2
emissions
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